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ABSTRACT 
This study was carried out at moslem people in 

kelurahan Ampel of Surabaya. Data where collected 

through observation and interviews as well as from 

documentary sources. The two religious group con-

cerned show striking differences as regards their 

ritual status and life style. Interaction between the 

groups in the fields of economic, social, and reli-
gious activities is characterized by elements of both 

conflict and coo-peration. 

In the field of religious activities, conflicts occur 

between members of more conservative and more 

radical/retormist groups, while cooperation among 

members of each groups is harmonious. The factors 

which influence the patterns of social integration 

comprise needs and expectations of the groups con-

cerned such as economic weltare, security, religion, 

social, and economic status, between the groups.  

From the findings of this study it can be con-cluded 
that in order to achieve an integration between the 

group concerned, considerable efforts on both sides 

are still necessary. 

 

I. PRELIMINARY 
Background 

Studying society as an integrated social 

system means recognizing that society is not just an 

irregular set of people. Society has certain behavior-

al relationship patterns between its members during 
a long period of interaction. These patterns of be-

havior usually go down in generations and have 

often been altered in accordance with the social or-

ganization or structure seen in their social institu-

tions (Koentjaraningrat, 1977 p.13). 

Besides that, in a society a series of ideal 

cultural patterns has been developed and those pat-

terns tend to be strengthened by the existence of 

cultural restrictions. These ideal cultural patterns 

contain things that are recognized by most people as 

obligations that must be carried out under certain 
conditions. According to T.O Ihromi (1984: 27) 

ideal cultural patterns are often called the norm. 

However, not all people will act according to these 

standards, but the ideal patterns are behavior pat-

terns that are followed by the community and there-

fore describe the community. 

Because of differences in people’s lives 

with ideal patterns and behavior patterns in each 

society, the process of developing harmonious rela-

tions between ethnic groups and cultures that often 
develop unity is a major problem in certain coun-

tries. Where the atmosphere of calm, tranquility and 

security is influenced by the absence of cooperation 

between ethnic groups, religions, groups because of 

the differences, even according to Koentjaraningrat 

(1985: 376) cultural differences between ethnic 

groups and hostility based on socio-economic rea-

sons between ethnic groups can actually lead in the 

direction of civil war. 

When viewed from the various ethnic di-

versity that inhabits the Indonesian territory, the 
diversity of religions in Indonesia, all of which are 

seen in the development process, directly or indi-

rectly requires tolerance in all sectors of people’s 

lives for certain values and ideas in their society 

(Geertz, 1981: h. V).  

 The structure of Indonesian society was 

reiterated by Hildred Geertz that Indonesia’s most 

important characteristic lies precisely in the differ-

ences in values, views and ability of social forms to 

adapt. It is these factors which have given the com-

munity the greatest overall strength and resilience. If 

Indonesia will continue to live as an independent 

entity, it must create for itself a new national organ-

ization, must stand on the diversity of forms and 

identities of the local community ((Geertz, 1981: p. 

96). 
 Indonesia is often said to be inhabited by a 

pluralistic society. Community plurality has 2 char-

acteristics, as Furnivall’s formulation of plural socie-

ty, that plurality is seen from a horizontal structure, 

characterized by social unity based on differences in 

ethnicity, religion, customs, regionalism. However, 

based on the vertical structure which is marked by 
the vertical differences between the upper layer and 
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lower layer which is quite sharp (Nasikun, 1986, 

p.3). 

 Of course the existence of a pluralistic so-

ciety will not be separated from the emergence of 

conflict or foster potential tolerance. As David 

Lockwood said that the reality of every social al-

ways contains within him there are two things, 

namely the stratum which gives birth to conflict and 
order which is normative.  

 Conflicts arising from ethnic relations can 

be seen based on their historical background. While 

the process of developing harmonious development 

is often not easy, even though the problem of devel-

oping it is a major problem for heterogeneous com-

munities wherever they are, including in the city of 

Surabaya. 

 The composition of urban population, as in 

Surabaya has specific characteristics Heterogeneity 

is shown by the consideration of occupational fac-

tors and interests. Also if it is associated with the 
location of the Arab village in Ampel is located on 

the edge of the city and its historical element as one 

of the centers of the spread of Islam in Java in par-

ticular or a broader scope, namely Indonesia. 

 Aside from the attention to the “na-

tive”ethnic groups who inhabit Indonesian territory, 

the study of”foreign” ethnic life in Indonesia is also 

not spared. One of the foreign ethnic groups that 

received attention was the presence of Arabs in In-

donesia. 
 In fact, the differences between Arabs and 

other ethnicities in Indonesia, especially today are 

no longer serious enough to be used as an excuse in 

sorting out national societies, even broader than that 

the international community has increasingly eroded 

the characteristics of society local people who still 

hold their ethnicity and regionalism.  

 However, one of the objectives of inter-

ethnic study and its assimilation with the surround-

ing community, especially related to the need to get 

to know more about the existence of ethnicity in 
Indonesia. Where efforts to realize a sense of be-

longing (a sense of togetherness, landed water, fami-

ly) in order to realize development goals is to pay 

attention to a variety of ethnic diversity in Indonesia 

without exception. 

 The reality of the people in Surabaya as 

one of the plural societies from various other ethnic 

groups will look even more complex. Many aspects 

affect the way of life of urbanites, with greater con-

tact, such as extensive forms of communication, the 

conditions of migrants for example, has led to a so-

cial interpersonal interaction and conflict will be 
increasingly difficult to avoid. 

 Population composition has specific char-

acteristics Heterogeneity is shown by racial and 

ethnic differences that are true. These considerations 

are related  

with factors such as work and interest, where so 

many people with different characteristics have been 

collected and forced into close physical contact. 

Often with very minimal communication and great 
indifference it can lead to sharp conflicts (Wirth, 

1988: 43). 

 Discussing how members of the communi-

ty in this Arab village interact will be interesting. 

We will be brought into the conversation about how 

they adapt to the modern urban living environment, 

how they maintain the characteristics of the tradi-

tions that have become part of their lives in relation 

to the social processes that occur. These include 

livelihoods, languages, settlement patterns, reli-

gions, classes in society as well as various norms 

that exist and apply in their society.  
 

Problem 

Starting from the background of the problem above, 

the focus of the problem is mainly to discuss: 

1. How is the process of assimilation between ethnic 

groups in the Arab township of Surabaya? 

2. What is the relationship between economic, social 

and cultural issues in the assimilation process? Such 

as situations or things which can lead to tolerance or 

even sharpen conflict. 

 

Research purposes 

 Theoretically this research wants to gain an 

understanding of the diversity of human culture, in 

addition to an understanding of different cultural 

values in a society. Particularly in the context of 

Indonesian society’s multiethnic life or as a plural-

istic society, this understanding will be important in 

realizing community integration and eliminating 
ethnocentrism. So that the diversity can be seen as 

elements that enrich the life of the nation, especially 

in Arab villages in the city of Surabaya. 

 

II. THEORETICAL BASIS 
Assimilation Between Groups 

The discussion about assimilation between 

groups put forward by Milton Gordon is an assimi-

lationist relationship in the broadest sense. Among 
them, several assimilation types are related to each 

other, namely: 1) cultural assimilation or behavior 

related to patterns of change in cultural patterns in 

order to adjust to the majority group; 2) structural 

assimilation related to the entry of a large minority 

into the clicks, associations and institutions of the 
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primary group level of the majority group; 3) assim-

ilation of marriages (amalgamation) related to inter-

group marriages on a large scale; 4) assimilation of 

identification related to national feelings based on 

the majority; 5) assimilation of attitudes that run in 

the absence of prejudice; 6) assimilation of behav-

ior, which is related to the absence of discrimina-

tion; 7) civic assimilation, which is related to the 
absence of clashes regarding the value system and 

understanding of power (Tan, 1997; 34). 

 

Ethnic groups as cultural units 

 Besides that there is a discussion about 

culture in the study of behavior proposed by L. Dy-

son P (1989: 71-72) that the uniformity of behavior 

caused by a common cultural environment is not 

entirely in accordance with reality in society. As in 

environment A, someone who lives and comes from 

culture A does not always act the same as friends 

who live in culture A as well. This assumption is 
stated because there are many opinions that cultural 

values embraced by a society will determine how 

the behavior of individuals as members of the com-

munity or in other words many public opinion states 

that the supporters or the same culture will have the 

same mindset so as to produce relatively similar 

behavior. 

 Frederick Barth (1988: 35) analyzes ethnic-

ity based on cultural contact and changes as a pro-

cess due to the influence of industrial society. The 

important thing to note in this process is that a dras-
tic reduction in cultural differences between ethnic 

groups is not related to the reduction in the rele-

vance of the ethnic identity order or the end of the 

process of preserving ethnic boundaries.  

 

Community groups as part of culture 

 Keith F. Otterbein (1989: 131-140) de-

scribes community groups as part of culture, indi-

rectly describes the integration of these cultural 

parts. Various elements of relationships that are 

marked by a link, starting from two elements of cul-
ture, three elements of culture which further leads to 

increasingly complex things. Obtaining confirma-

tion or strengthening relationships between cultural 

elements must also consider various other variables, 

for example the physical environment. Because of-

ten the culture that meets does not always produce a 

confirmation form. So the calculation of cultural 

elements among them becomes important. For ex-

ample there are certain groups that live in the same 

cultural sphere that still have differences. And this 

can be seen through controlied comparison. 

  
 

III. METHODOLOGY 
Basis for Philosophy and Research Approach 

  The research method used in this study is a 

qualitative method. It is hoped that this method will 

find hidden meanings behind objects and subjects to 

be studied. This means that this research not only 
records things that appear explicitly, but looks at the 

whole phenomenon that occurs in society (Nawawi, 

1994; 75). 

   By using this qualitative research method, 

it is expected that an in-depth overview and under-

standing of the object of study / research will be 

found. Basically, this qualitative research method 

aims to inductively obtain natural data sources that 

are holistic and in-depth, then in accordance with 

the research objectives, namely to understand the 

assimilation between ethnic groups in the Arab 
township of Surabaya, the method is considered 

relevant to use.  

The community will be examined about the descrip-

tion of the conditions and social phenomena that 

appear in the multi-ethnic community life in the 

Ampel Village.  

 

Research Objects and Informants   

 The location of this research is in the vil-

lage of Ampel. Ampel Village consists of 17 RW 

(Rukun Warga) and 86 RT (Rukun Tetangga). The 

location of this research was chosen deliberately 
with the consideration that the area is not only a 

santri area but the Ampel community is known to be 

heterogeneous because it is inhabited by multi-

ethnic groups in urban areas, and is also an old vil-

lage in the city of Surabaya. 

 

 The selection of research subjects was done 

purposively. The subjects chosen were formal and 

informal leaders, organizational movers, traders, 

students and students, with variations in age, educa-

tion, gender and ethnicity (Madurese, Arabic, Java-
nese and Indian) 

 Besides exploring data from subjects, this 

study also traced data from informants or keyperson, 

which is expected to provide meaningful input. The 

informants or keyperson consist of community 

members. 

 

Method of collecting data  

 In order to obtain the expected data and 

information, several data collection techniques were 

carried out. Primary data is collected through inter-
views or in-depth interviews and observations. To 

avoid the rigidity of interviews and the superficiality 

of data obtained, these interviews are conducted 
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freely and freely, which is usually referred to as 

unstructured interviews (Faisal: 1990: 62).  

 The process of data processing that has 

been obtained, moving between the four axis of the 

coil, namely moving back and forth between data 

acquisition, data reduction, presentation and draw-

ing conclusions / verification, meaning that data in 

the form of field notes consisting of description and 
reflection sections are collected data, then an under-

standing is arranged with an understanding of the 

meaning called data reduction, then followed by the 

preparation of data presentation in the form of a 

systematic story, then an attempt is made to draw 

conclusions with its verification based on everything 

contained in the data reduction and data presenta-

tion.  

 

Data analysis technique 

 More in-depth analysis will be conducted 

after all data, both primary and secondary data have 
been collected. After the data is collected, the next 

step is to create an abstraction. In this study before 

an abstraction is made, transcripts of interviews with 

informants will be made first. The next step is to 

make the code that was previously categorized 

(Moleong, 1990: 190). Existing coding includes: 1) 

groups or individuals being compared, 2) various 

similarities or differences in opinions of group 

members; 3) important characteristics possessed by 

each category that will indicate the process of as-

similation 
 Qualitative research requires certainty that 

the research is truly natural. From the analysis of the 

data it is associated with theoretical references that 

are in accordance with the problems discussed and 

are in accordance with developments in the field. 

From the analysis process, a conclusion will be 

made about how the process of assimilation between 

ethnic groups in the Arab village, Ampel Surabaya 

as part of a multi-ethnic society. 

 

IV. DESCRIPTION OF RESEARCH 

LOCATION 
The location of Arab settlements which are 

often referred to as the “villages” of Arab Ampel in 

this study is located in North Surabaya and is con-

sidered to have a certain culture of Islamic style 

which is manifested in various economic, political, 
social and cultural lives. Ampel Village is one of 

five villages located in Semampir District, Surabaya 

City. With an area of 38 hectares, the Ampel area 

has a boundary in the north is Ujung village, in the 

east is Simokerto sub-district and in the west is the 

Cunggu Customs sub-district. Semampir District has 

five villages, namely Ampel, Sidotopo, Pegirian, 

Wonokusumo and Ujung. The last three kelurahan 

are the majority inhabited by Madurese. While the 

Ampel village itself is divided into 17 RWs and 86 

RTs and many are inhabited by ethnic Arabs, mainly 

in the areas of RW 1, RW 2 and RW 4. The Ampel 

village which is inhabited by around 6,558 families 

or around 21,892 inhabitants is located in a land 

area of three and a half to four hectares so of course 
this settlement can be said to be dense. The build-

ings coincide with each other and do not have a yard 

or said to the front porch of the house directly adja-

cent to the alley in front of him. 

The Ampel Arab settlement is inhabited by various 

ethnic groups, namely: Arab ethnicity, part of Ma-

dura Medalungan (Javanese-Madurese crossbreed), 

and partly Javanese, Bugis Makassar, and Padang, 

besides Indian, Pakistani, Bangladeshi and Chinese 

peranakans.  

 The atmosphere of the settlement itself is 

something that is exclusive as a deliberate formation 
by the Dutch colonial as well as various other ethnic 

villages. Although now this exclusiveness is increas-

ingly disappearing, especially with the mingling of 

Foreign Citizens in the area. 

People who live in the Ampel area embraced Islam a 

lot. Religion has influenced various mindsets, be-

havior for the people in the area. Because the reli-

gion is relatively strong, they always base their 

norms, values, and behavior as sharia, a norm based 

on faith (Islamic faith). 
 

V. DATA FINDINGS AND ANALYSIS 
Settlement as a form of Local Assimilation based 

on Residence 

 Ethnic foreign descent in Indonesia basical-

ly has a cultural pattern rooted in the country of 

origin and is relatively different from the cultural 

patterns of the indigenous population in Indonesia. 

Basically, each ethnic group in Ampel has a high 

tolerance and tries to do or do something that is not 
offensive to others, so that they can get along with 

people from various other ethnicities without differ-

entiating or restricting relationships based on certain 

ethnicities, besides being able to get along with var-

ious community members in various economic 

groups. They will only feel offended and withdrawn 

when their self-esteem is lowered or when they have 

tried to be good but do not get the expected re-

sponse.  

 Settlement as a form of neighborhood is 

indeed one of the factors that has an influence in the 
process of ethnic assimilation of the surrounding 

community. Although relatively local, the Arab set-

tlements in Ampel were able to form a solidarity 

among fellow citizens in the sense of supporting the 
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process of assimilation between ethnic groups living 

in the Ampel region.  

 Actually, if viewed from other ethnicities 

(non-Arabs) who live in the Arab ethnic region in 

Ampel, then the intimacy between ethnic and other 

ethnic groups that is shown and stands out is the 

close relationship between Arabs and Javanese. 

Even though the majority of the population around 
the Arab ethnic environment is the Madurese, many 

Arabs are of the opinion that they prefer to mingle 

with Javanese compared to Madurese. The 

Madurese in the Arab community in Ampel actually 

also have an important role for the Arabs in their 

daily lives as it can be seen that almost all itinerant 

traders (vegetable traders and daily shopping), food 

vendors etc. that exist around the majority Arab 

villages are ethnic Madurese. It turns out that the 

important role of the Madurese who inhabit loca-

tions around Ampel does not indicate that the Arabs 

prefer to associate with Madurese as well. One pos-
sibility is that the ethnic Arabs prefer to associate 

with Javanese compared to the Madurese, based on 

a relatively equal level of education, because in a 

relationship, of course, relatively similar insights are 

needed to be able to communicate with one another.  

 Indirectly, the development of settlements 

has changed its function from settlements based on 

ethnicity to settlements based on social classes that 

show a vertical direction that is based on economic 

and educational differences.  

 

The kinship aspect as a Binder of Interethnic 

Relations 

 This kinship aspect is one of the things that 

shows the existence of an ethnic group. This ethnic 

identity is a characteristic of an ethnic group that is 

recognized by itself and recognized by others. One 

aspect that shows things about kinship is the name 

fam which turned out to be very supportive in main-

taining its ethnic identity. 

 An ethnic group will be formed if a person 

or group of people uses their ethnic identity to cate-
gorize themselves with others for interaction pur-

poses. Levels to distinguish it appear in terms of 

physical form of clothing, language, lifestyle in gen-

eral, in addition to the moral standards used in be-

havior. 

 

Educational aspects in social life 

 In scientifically analyzing human social 

and cultural phenomena and events as an ongoing 

and shifting process, the cultural learning process 

that includes internalization, socialization and encul-

turation cannot be separated from it. The internaliza-
tion process that lasts from birth to death, instills 

personality and all feelings, desires, passions and 

emotions. This ability is strongly influenced by var-

ious kinds of stimuli that exist around nature and the 

socio-cultural environment. This internalization will 

continue to be a socialization, where individuals 

learn about patterns of action in interaction with all 

kinds of individuals around them who occupy vari-

ous kinds of social roles that exist in everyday life. 
While the next process of socialization is encultura-

tion, where an individual learns and adjusts his 

thoughts and attitudes to the customs, norm systems 

and regulations that live in his culture. 

 Interethnic life in Ampel cannot be separat-

ed in the various processes of cultural learning in 

social life. In this case there is an influence of the 

urban life environment that will always adjust to the 

life that is around it. But the Ampel people still 

practice customs that sometimes conflict with one 

another, such as the behavior of relations between 

two sexes in which the current and influence of ur-
ban lifestyle generally shows that relationships be-

tween men and women in the environment at school, 

friends or neighbor is a natural thing. On the other 

hand, sharia or Islamic teachings which are imple-

mented as a benchmark for measuring the behavior 

of the Ampel community, in fact, severely limit the 

behavior of relations between the two sexes. Then 

comes a variety of other behaviors such as dating 

backstreet or dating without the knowledge of par-

ents or other relatives. Informal education in fami-

lies includes teaching the relationship between chil-
dren and older people and the relationship between 

children and peers. In the Ampel settlement which 

consists of several ethnic groups, education about 

tolerance as a member of the community is im-

portant to avoid ethnocentrism. 

 Formal and informal education which is 

intended as a support for assimilation involves the 

process of assimilation through educational institu-

tions. The aspect of education as a support for as-

similation is marked by the absence of restrictions 

because of ethnicity or ethnic groups entering edu-
cational institutions. In Ampel settlement there are 3 

(three) tertiary institutions in addition to several 

academies established by the Arab community un-

der the auspices of Al Khairiyah and Al Irsyad. In 

Al Irsyad’s educational institutions namely elemen-

tary, junior and senior high schools there is still a 

separation between female and male students. 

 Basically the process of assimilation 
through the aspect of education is relatively very 

easy. Familiarity associations through schools for 

ethnic Arabs  
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with non-Arab ethnicity is one of the things that 

supports the creation of assimilation through educa-

tion. 

 

Inter-ethnic Arab social relations in the Ampel 

Region 

 Socially and culturally, the inhabitants of 

cities in Indonesia, including the city of Surabaya, 
develop a dual or bicultural culture, that is, one side 

holds traditional culture and on the other hand also 

practices the metropolitan culture (old society to the 

new state). The binding element in Ampel, which 

indicates that old society is starting to move towards 

the new state, is that there are similarities in the rela-

tionship of blood, race, language, religion, area of 

origin and customs indirectly moving towards 

changes that are eroding the original nature. 

 In general, if seen as a group of people who 

are part of the culture, the portrayal between ethnic 

groups in Ampel (neighboring lives, employer-maid 
interactions, interactions based on housing and buy-

ing and selling interactions in the market) can be 

described as a unity, although there are some differ-

ences. 

 Basically, inter-ethnic participation is often 

shown in various development activities in the 

Ampel area, community activities such as communi-

ty service, etc., and also participation in attending 

death events or invitations that have a public inter-

est, which will certainly include all of its citizens. 

Then indirectly the community is required to get 
along intensively with the surrounding residents.  

 

Ethnic economic cooperation in Ampel  

 Ethnic Arabs generally control trade with 

certain business goods, namely merchandise related 

to supporting religious worship (Islam), which is 

very different from Chinese ethnic trade around the 

Ampel area.  

 Non-closed cooperation between ethnic 

groups can be seen from various types of trade that 

need help from other ethnicities, such as the making 
of kopyah that were previously dominated by ethnic 

Javanese.  

 With the rate of economic growth in the 

city of Surabaya, resulting in the opening of em-

ployment opportunities with consideration of educa-

tion, expertise, and skills regardless of ethnic differ-

ences. In Arab villages in Ampel many of the resi-

dents started working and cooperating in work with 

other ethnic groups. It is known from several 

schools and universities in the Ampel area that was 

established because of inter-ethnic cooperation. 

However, for jobs in the field of demand administra-
tion, there tends to still be discrimination, for exam-

ple from some Ampelaan Keluraan employees there 

are still many who come from outside the Ampel 

area (who are non-PNS).  

 

Life patterns that arise in the process of assimila-

tion 

 The process of assimilation between ethnic 

groups in Indonesia begins with the arrival of Arab 
traders to Indonesia both before or after Islam was 

born. Because they are traders, the cultural elements 

they carry are primarily physical cultural objects, 

ways of trading and everything related to them.  

 In the process of this assimilation process 

will cause various changes in people’s life patterns. 

Changes in society in Ampel occur through 2 things: 

1) changes from within the community itself and 2) 
changes that result from outside the community en-

vironment. Change caused by outside influences is a 

form of social symbiosis. In this case, people who 

are limited in ethnic relationships will drift along 

with the flow of changes that occur around them.  

 The reaction of people who are affected by 

foreign cultural elements can be categorized into 2 

groups. The first group are those who are “old-

fashioned” character, that is, do not like and quickly 

reject new things. This form of social consequences 
as a rejection or hostility is not uncommon to cause 

social conflict in society. 

 But actually there are not a few indigenous 

ethnic groups in Indonesia who are “progressive” 

meaning to like and easily accept new things with 

the arrival and presence of other ethnic groups. Such 

as the acceptance of the Madurese and Javanese 

ethnic groups in Ampel who paid much respect to 

the ethnic Arabs, especially for the descendants of 

Sayid who were glorified by them. 

 Thus the situation that occurred in the 
Ampel environment, on the one hand they identified 

themselves with the majority of the Indonesian peo-

ple, on the other hand the people in the Arab village 

in Ampel also began to feel the development of their 

society in various aspects of life as Indonesian peo-

ple with the skills and expertise so that the ethnic 

groups could play a role directly in the existing de-

velopment activities without looking at ethnic dif-

ferences.  

 As for the acceptance of cultural elements 

in the life of the Ampel people who are still relative-
ly trying to maintain their original traditions, at least 

the inclusion of a variety of modern information and 

technology was interpreted as a functional conse-

quence. Various unwanted effects from the inclusion 

of new elements will be seen during the night “chat” 
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arena in various Ampel regional roads, such as 

Sasak Street for example.  

 The existence of a relatively new process 

of introducing cultural elements among the Ampel 

community may only benefit a few individuals, such 

as community members who are ready to take ad-

vantage or face the entry of new information. 

 

Inter-ethnic association in the life of the City 

community 

 Efforts have been made to make the assimi-

lation process in the Arab village in Ampel ii suc-

cessful, both those undertaken by the Ampel com-

munity itself or businesses based on development 

programs in Indonesia. Because ethnic stereotypes 

will emerge if the community is fragmented without 

any effort to participate through the process of as-

similation, on the contrary the existence of varied 

ethnicities in the Ampel area is no longer a problem 

if the togetherness factor in people’s lives has been 

created. 

 The life of the people in Ampel, as one of 

the settlements in urban areas cannot be separated 

from the goals and expectations of the larger group. 

Imitation can take place in a form such as language, 

certain behavior, how to pay respect, fashion, and 

customs. This continuity process itself can be posi-
tive or negative through cooperation or opposition 

and competition. If judging from the life of ethnic 

groups in Ampel, the imitation process itself is in-

separable from the orientation of the lives of young 

people with its existence as part of urban society in 

Surabaya. 

 The influence of urbanism as a city life-

style is increasingly visible in the Ampel area. As a 

cultural unit that has finally undergone a change, 

ethnic life in Ampel can basically be said as a form 

of ethnic group that strives to maintain its ethnic 

traditions, in addition to the many factors that can 
influence its existence, in the sense of various 

changes arising within a cultural unit.  

 With cultural contacts that cause changes in 

ethnic life in Ampel basically aims that they can 

participate in the wider social system. So ethnic 

groups will generally choose a basic form of strate-

gy, for example: 1) they try to join and enter, 2) they 

accept status as a minority, 3) they accentuate their 

identity in activities that have not been touched in 

the community. For example through the terms of 

trade in Islamic religious worship equipment. With 
the diversity of the people in Ampel this will allow 

assimilation of minority groups and the majority. In 

this case the process of assimilation between ethnic 

groups in the area is increasingly dissolved in a 

community unity. 

VI. CONCLUSION 
The existence of ethnic differences in Arab 

villages in Ampel Surabaya, has an influence in the 

process of assimilation if it is associated with the 

process of assimilation between ethnic groups such 

as Javanese, Madurese, Bugis-Makassarese, Chi-
nese, Indian, Bangladeshi and Pakistani. 

Based on the same settlement pattern for 

the various ethnic groups that inhabit the Ampel 

area it is indeed one of the supporting factors in 

strengthening inter-ethnic relations. The existence of 

various ethnic groups in the Arab village of Ampel 

has of course experienced a long and long period of 

intensive mutual relations. Especially if traced based 

on the first history of the arrival of the Arabs and the 

opening of the Ampel area into a form of settlement, 

of course eventually led to interactions between 
various ethnic groups who later or previously had 

settled many around the Ampel location.  

The attachment of an ethnic to settlements 

in the Ampel area can be mentioned as the attach-

ment to locality and kinship. This attachment is gen-

erally still ongoing today despite changes. Measures 

of attachment to locality can be identified through: 

1) the desire of some residents in Ampel not to 

move from Arab settlements in Ampel, 2) The in-

tensity of relatives visiting Ampel villages for resi-

dents who live elsewhere, 3) togetherness of Ampel 

residents in solving problems / personal conflicts 
and conflicts involving the harmony of the local 

community with the aim of securing the Ampel re-

gion.  

In everyday life, there is indeed a close re-

lationship between ethnic groups. But for the ethnics 

in Ampel, it does not fully show that they have ex-

perienced assimilation in various other fields of life, 

such as marriage or the application of social norms 

in daily life. Social relations between ethnic groups, 

for example, in the case of social relations are great-

ly influenced by the existing situation, for example, 
the scope of schools, jobs, and activities of the local 

community.  

Conflicts that arise include the existence of 

collectivity. And this is a manifestation of differ-

ences in interests, work competition, religious un-

derstanding, prevailing norms or socio-cultural 

backgrounds.  

On the other hand, cooperation in work, 

equality in religion (Islam) and a sense of kinship 

between ethnic groups in Ampel is a factor that en-

courages harmonious relations in the Ampel com-
munity, if related to the process of assimilation that 

occurs between ethnic groups in the Ampel area. 

Religious values (Islam) and tradition are a 

benchmark in social life. But at this time not a few 
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changes have occurred (generally by young people) 

both in terms of religious life, society as a form of 

habitual deviation.  

The influence of the “city” culture (Suraba-

ya) in the Arab Village in Ampel turned out to have 

a certain impact. On the one hand a variety of pro-

gress, development and development of the commu-
nity with information and communication that is 

increasingly expanding towards community unity in 

a wider scope can be felt. As with increasing educa-

tion and the level of the family’s economy, many 

families are considering looking for settlements and 

educational environments that are considered better 

than those in Ampel today.  

 The impact that is considered unfavorable 
to the lives of people of various other ethnicities in 

Ampel is the unpreparedness of the community that 

is still “traditional”in the face of”modern” currents. 

An example that can be seen is the increasingly 

changing attitudes and behavior in the daily lives of 

young people and is considered to lead to immoral 

actions for the Ampel community.  
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